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Abstract 
 
Presentation for Spring 2019 Undergraduate Research Exposition. Explores the shocking statistics of the 
rate of sexual assault in deaf and hard of hearing communities and pushes for greater advocacy for this 
population of people.  
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Author Name 
Sample 
Characteristics 
Association 
Between 
X & Y 
Main Finding 
Vogt (2015) 150 deaf and hard of 
hearing  individuals 
Yes Half of the respondents have 
been sexually assaulted. Of 
those assaulted, 19 had been 
victimized by a family 
member. 
Smith & Pick (2015) 70 deaf females between 
18 and 40 years old
Yes Of the respondents, 69% 
indicated they had been 
sexually assaulted at least 
once in their lifetime.
Peter and Williams 
(2011) 
1, 027 deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals at
Rochester Institute of 
Technology  
Yes Deaf and hard of hearing 
individuals are nearly two 
and half times more likely to 
experience abuse. 
Amanda Admire & 
Blanca Ramirez  
(2017) 
60 deaf individuals from 
developing countries 
Yes Of the respondents, 30% 
described violence and 
abuse by an immediate or 
extended family member..
Jennifer Obinna et al.  
(2006) 
A two-part study given to deaf 
and hard of hearing individuals 
consisting of (1) examination of 
needs and (2) an institutional 
ethnographic investigation 
Yes There is a clear gap in the 
sex education of deaf and 
hard of hearing individua 
compared to hearing 
individuals.
